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Access to Higher Education Unit
This unit forms part of an Access to HE Diploma. If delivering the graded version of this 
unit, please refer to the Provider Handbook for details on grading descriptors and the 
application of these across units within your programme.

Unit Title: Understanding Assessment

Graded Unit Reference Number: GA33EDU15

Ungraded Unit Reference Number: UA33EDU15

Module: Education

Level: Three (3)

Credit Value: Three (3)

Minimum Guided Learning Hours: 30

Learning Outcome (The Learner will): Assessment Criterion (The Learner can):

1.1 Explain why assessment is necessary in 
learning and development

1.2 Identify the key concepts and principles of 
assessment

1.3 Explain the responsibilities of the assessor

1. Understand the principles and 
requirements of assessment

1.4 Identify the regulations and requirements 
relevant to assessment in own area of 
practice

2. Understand different types of 
assessment method

2.1 Compare the strengths and limitations of a 
range of assessment methods with 
reference to the needs of individual 
learners, evaluate two assessment 
methods of your choice

3.1 Summarise key factors to consider when 
planning assessment

3.2 Evaluate the benefits of using a holistic 
approach to assessment

3. Understand how to plan assessment

3.3 Explain how to plan a holistic approach to 
assessment
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3.4 Summarise the types of risks that may be 
involved in assessment in own area of 
responsibility

3.5 Explain how to minimise risks through the 
planning process

4.1 Explain the importance of involving the 
learner and others in the assessment 
process

4.2 Summarise types of information that should 
be made available to learners and others 
involved in the assessment process

4.3 Explain how peer and self-assessment can 
be used effectively to promote learner 
involvement and personal responsibility in 
the assessment of learning

4. Understand how to involve learners 
and others in assessment

4.4 Explain how assessment arrangements 
can be adapted to meet the needs of 
individual learners

5.1 Explain how to judge whether evidence is: 
 Sufficient
 Authentic
 Current

5. Understand how to make assessment 
decisions

5.2 Explain how to ensure that assessment 
decisions are: 

 Made against specified area
 Valid
 Reliable
 Fair


