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Unit Title: The ‘Viking Age’: from the Eighth to the Eleventh Century

Graded 
Unit Code:
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Unit Code:
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Valid from: 1st August 2014 Valid to: 31st July 2027

The following QAA grade descriptors must be applied if you are delivering the 
graded version of this unit: 

1 Understanding of the subject

2 Application of knowledge

5 Communication and presentation

7 Quality

LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The learner will: The learner can:
1. Recognise the key features of 

Scandinavian society and culture during the 
‘Early Medieval’ period

1.1   Explain the key features of Scandinavian 
society during the ‘Early Medieval’ period 
with reference to: social organisation; 
settlement and economy; religious belief 
and ritual

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the 
effects of Scandinavian expansion and 
invasion, trade and settlement during the 
‘Viking Age’, beginning in the late eighth 
century up to the early eleventh

2.1 Explain the nature of Scandinavian 
expansion/invasion, trade and settlement, 
with reference to at least two of the 
following regions: the Frankish Lands; 
Ireland and the Scottish Isles; Iceland and 
Greenland; the Baltic and Eastern Europe
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LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

The learner will: The learner can:
2.2 Evaluate the effects of Scandinavian 

invasion and settlement on the Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia 
and Wessex with particular reference to the 
reign of Alfred (871-99) and the subsequent 
re-conquest of the ‘Danelaw’ during the 
tenth century

2.3 Explain the nature of the Danish Viking 
invasions during Aethelred’s reign (979-
1016) and the consequent Anglo-
Scandinavian ‘empire’ of Cnut (1016-35)

3. Demonstrate an awareness of the various 
sources for the ‘Viking Age’ from the eighth 
to the eleventh century, using examples of 
archaeological evidence

3.1 Evaluate the significance of at least two 
examples of evidence archaeological 
and/or documentary from the ‘Viking Age’


