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Sample Question

Task 2
You look for information about other railways to help you with your research into funding
the historic railway. You find the following article on the internet.

Read the following information from the website and answer the questions below.
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Investors Needed to Restore our Railway

There is a lonely, rusty engine at the platform. It will be a long time before
any passengers climb aboard the single carriage. There are no railway
tracks and weeds are growing through the gravel where they should be. The
path of the railway winds along the side of a river, but where it should cross,
the bridge is missing and in places it is difficult to see where the railway
used to be. The old country station and the remains of the train stand in a
park where visitors sometimes look at them.

We want to change all that however. Our local action group wants the railway to work
again. We now have more than 3,000 people in our group, the Historic Railway Associa-
tion, and we plan to rebuild this heritage line as well as connecting it the modern railway
network.

Of course we need money for the project. We are looking for investors who will buy shares
in the company. For every £150 invested you will receive two free tickets to ride the trains
each year as well as money off in our café and shop. If you have over £25,000 to putin to
the project, you can have a go at driving a steam train as part of our unique ‘footplate ex-
perience.’

Our project is an ambitious one, and Britain’s railways already face many problems, but
we are very optimistic. This is not just a romantic idea about returning to the olden days
and the sight and smell of engines in full steam. This is about bringing life and business
back to the countryside and improving transport and access for people who want to visit.
‘This railway has to make a profit now and in the future. It is part of a transport plan for our
area in the next decade and beyond,” says the Director of our Board, Mr John Smith.

We know it will not be quick or easy. It has taken us fifteen years to grow our membership
and raise the £580,000 we have already begun to spend on the first stage of the project.
Each mile of track we have to rebuild will cost over a million pounds. To make things
worse the land along the length of the railway is owned by lots of different people and we
will have to buy or lease it from each one of them before we can succeed. Then we will
have to restore the engine and carriage.

But there are also plus points. Many people visit the park, and we plan to put a link
through it that will connect with two existing railway lines. Three of the four country stations
along the way have already been bought by the company. Even more importantly, a sec-
tion of the line is still in use by freight trains and does not need much work at all to make it
ready to take passenger trains.

The Historic Railway PLC share issue needs to raise £2.5million, which will be used to buy
land and rebuild track. This opportunity to buy shares is being offered to people who care
about the environment and want to see fewer cars being used here as well as at people
who are steam railway fans. \We need ramblers, nature-lovers, engineers, train-drivers,
anyone with a little money to invest to consider our cause so that we can steam on into the
future.
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The Historic Railway plc. Share Prospectus is available from www.historicrailway.com



Please answer the following questions about Document 2. You do not need to use full
sentences.

Q6. What is the purpose of the first paragraph of Document 2? (1 mark)

Q7. Who do you think this text is written for? Give a reason for your answer. (2 marks)




Q8. Document 2 describes the Historic Railway and how it hopes to make (6 marks)
enough money to reconnect the line. Identify 3 things in the railway’s favour
and 3 things that will make the project more difficult.

3 things in the railways favour 3 things that will make it more difficult

1. 1.

2 2

3. 3

Q9. Using the information from Document 1, do you think that the railway (2 marks)

described in Document 2 is a social enterprise? Explain which part of each
document makes you think so.

End of Task 2

End of Sample




